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Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook  

 September 21 – September 27, 2017 
 

 Tropical Cyclone Maria expected to impact the eastern and northern departments of Hispaniola. 
 

During the last week, suppressed rainfall accumulations were received over much of Haiti, with average to above-average 

seasonal rainfall totals over northern Dominican Republic. According to satellite rainfall estimates, locally heavy 
precipitation accumulations (>75mm) were registered over northwestern Dominican Republic, with generally lesser 

amounts (<25mm) over Haiti.  Since mid-August, much of northern Haiti and the Dominican Republic have experienced 
positive moisture surpluses following the enhanced rains associated with Tropical Cyclone Irma earlier in September.  

However, much of the enhanced rainfall since mid-August has not been received over southern Hispaniola where seasonal 
rainfall continues to be erratic and unfavorable for cropping activities.     For the upcoming outlook period, tropical 

cyclone Maria is expected to move close or make landfall over northeastern Dominican Republic.   With Maria expected to 

intensify to a Major Hurricane during this time, high winds and heavy precipitation amounts are likely to exacerbate the 
northern departments previously affected by the passage of Hurricane Irma earlier this month, and elevate the risk for 

additional flooding, damages to infrastructure and displaced populations during the next week.  Landslides in the higher 
elevations of Hispaniola are also possible. 


